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Note: All of the analysis and supporting statistical data in this report is preCOVID-19. Since the pandemic began, the need for a new District Court has
only accelerated. Nevertheless, the analysis contained herein is based on
existing circumstances before the pandemic’s affects.

Smith County’s Population has increased by 140% Since the Last District
Court Addition:
Smith County currently has four District Courts, including the 7th, 114th, 321st, and 241st.
The 321st District Court maintains a family court docket, while the other three District Courts focus
on civil and criminal cases. The most recent District Court that Smith County received was the
241st District Court, which was created by legislative enactment in 1977. At that time, the County’s
population was approximately 100,000 people (or about 25,000 people per court). The current
population of Smith County is around 233,000 people (per the U.S. Census), which has surpassed
the “1999 Needs Assessment Analysis” population predictions for Smith County. This means that
there is one District Court for approximately 58,000 people, more than double the ratio in 1977.
In 2019, the Office of Court Administration completed a District Court Workload Analysis that
recommended Smith County receive additional FTEs in an effort to handle the increased
workload.1 If Smith County added a 5th District Court, it would deduct 10,000 people from each
court and overall lessen the workload and stress that the significant rise in population has caused
on the four existing courts.
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Based on the application of case weights to 2019 filings as reported to the Office of Court Administration. Details
regarding case weights can be found in the following reports, which are available at
http://www.txcourts.gov/publications-training/publications/studies-special-reports/:
"Measuring Current Judicial Workload in Texas, 2007," National Center for State Courts; and "Texas Child
Protective Services Workload Assessment, 2016," National Center for State Courts.

Smith County Criminal and Civil Cases Continue to Grow 4-Years in a Row:
According to Smith County 5-year trends data, the civil cases clearance rate fell 25% from
2015-2020. The statewide civil clearance rate for 2019 was 89%, but Smith County only had a
74% civil clearance rate. The county also finished 2019 with an overall 91% total clearance rate,
which was 5% below the statewide average. As for criminal cases, the past five years the pending
number of cases has remained in the surplus. This means Smith County’s criminal caseload has
not decreased in the past five-years.2 While each District Court has worked to increase their work
output, the statistics indicate that the workload has continued to mount at a faster rate than the four
courts have been able to handle alone.
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Similar Counties in Population Size Currently have one or More District
Courts More than Smith County:
As discussed in Smith County’s population segment, the County currently has a population
size of around 233,000. When compared to similar counties like McLennan County, Jefferson
County, and Hays County, each county has one or more District Courts than Smith County. Hays
County added their most recent District Court, 453rd, in September of 2018. When comparing the
data of disposed cases between both Smith and Hays County, we see that Hays has remained steady
on their caseloads since 2010 with an uptick is disposed cases in 2018 after receiving a new District
Court.3 Smith County, too, has remained consistent in their number of yearly disposed cases
averaging around 500 more cases than Hays County. Hays County also has an incarceration rate
of 2.36, while Smith County’s rate is 3.54, which ranks 46th out of 254 Texas counties. Smith
County is even higher than Jefferson County, 3.06, which has seven District Courts.4 McLennan
County, which is also comparable in size to Smith County, has five District Courts and a larger
population size, although both Smith and McLennan Counties have a similar amount of criminal
cases. After McLennan County received their new court in 2005, their civil cases dropped
significantly. This would be a solid indicator that Smith County’s civil cases would do the same if
given a 5th District Court.
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The Texas Office of Court Administration, Court Activity Reporting and Directory System
https://card.txcourts.gov/ReportSelection.aspx
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Texas Commission on Jail Standards, Incarceration Rate Report
https://www.tcjs.state.tx.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/IncarcerationRateRptCurrent.pdf

Since 2016, Smith County’s Total Jail Population Has Contained Over 50%
Pre-Trial Felonies
Over the past five-years, Smith County has seen a steep rise in felonies awaiting hearings
within the courts. It is currently over half of the total prison population. 5 In 2015, Smith County
approved a jail expansion plan, but the jail has again reached capacity. This has required inmates,
at an extra cost to Smith County, to be sent to outside jails across the state. A report done by the
FBI in 2018 showed that violent crimes have continued to rise within Smith County, which could
be a contributor to why the jail population has steadily climbed. The average cost per Pre-Trial
Felony inmate is around $58 dollars per day.6 In 2019, Smith County had on average 428 inmates
awaiting Felony trials, so this cost the county over $25,000 a day and nearly 9.2 million dollar
annually. An additional felony District Court would serve to bring the number of pre-trial felony
inmates down in the jail significant, expedite the trial of those awaiting adjudication, and save tax
payer dollars associated with incarcerated inmates.
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